
BE to the Council of Sfates (Raiva Sabha) 2 Seats. 2026
"TOP-PRIORITY" .BY E.MAIL / POST"

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER, TELANGANA
GENERAL ADMTNTSTRATION (ELECTIONS) DEPARTMENT

9th Floor, B.R.K.R Bhavan, Adarsh Nagar, Hyderabad -500 063.

Sub:- ELECTION - Biennial Elections to the Council of States (Rajya Sabha) 2

Seats, 2026- "Guidelines of ECI on Publicity of Criminal antecedents by
political parties & Candidates - Reg.

Ref:- 1.ECl, Press Note No. ECI/PN/2'l12026, Dated: 18.02.2026.
2.EClGuidelinesonPublicityofCriminalantecedentsbypoliticalparties

& Candidates, January ,2022.
-:o0o:-

1. A copy of the references cited, wherein ECI has issued instructions regarding

Form-26 (Format of Affidavit) to be filed by the candidates along with the guidelines on

publicity of criminal antecedents by political parties & candidates is sent herewith to the

ileturning officer & Additional Secretary to Government, Telangana State Legislature,

Hyderabad.

2 The Returning officer is informed that the commission has directed that the

Affidavits filed by all iandidates, whether set up by the recognized political parties or

unrecotnireO poiitical parties or independents shall be kept on the website 
-soon 

after the

candidite files the same and within 24 hours in any event. Therefore, the R.O is requested

to upload the scanned copies of affidavits (format in Form-26) filed by the candidates on

o"iLi n".i. on ECl. & C.E.os, website as per ECI instructions. The affidavits should be

scanned with high resolution for legible reading.

3. The Returning officer is, therefore, requested to take necessary action duly

following the ECI instiuctions. For detailed instructions, the Hand Book for R.O. for

councilllections and other Hand Books and latest instructions of the E.c.l. issued from

time to time should be referred and followed scrupulously. The lnstructions are also

available on ECI Website.

C.SUDHARSAN REDDY
CHIEF ELEGTORAL OFFICER &

E.O. SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT

To
The Secretary to state Legislature, Telangana, Assembly Building, Public Garden's

Hyderabad-500004 (w.e)
Copv to :

i-ne Returning officer & Additional secretary to state Legislature, Telangana, Assembly

Building Hyderabad
sri sudiaftar, sLA (for placing on ceo-telangana website) with a request to provide the

software to the RO, to uploadthe Affidavit on gCt lCfO web site, and also monitor the

same on daily
Sf/Sc

Memo.No.279lElecs.D/2026-1, Dated:18.02.2026

// FORWARDED BY ORDER // t?*,,1^
SECTION OFFICER



qT(tr frqf=rr Bil.rf,r
Hection Commission of India

I;T'{T?;i" rr{T

NIRVACHAN S"ADAN

asfts {iE', ;r{ fiafr- t looo1
rtSl{OKA ROAD, NEW DELlll-110001

w

No. ECI/PN /n/2A26 Dated: l6rh l'ebru ary,ZOZ6

IrItEs^S NOTE

Subiect: Biennial Electious to the Council of St;rtes to fill the scats of rnembers

\,'

rctiring in April, 2026.

Tho term of of{'ice of'37 members crf the Council of States elected from 10 States is

expire in April ?A26, as detailed in Annexure'A'.

N0w, the Ccmmissiou has decidsd to conduct hiennial elections to the Council of
States terr tl"rose 37 sexts as per che follnwing prograntmtl

3. The Contr:tissiein has directed thar only integrateel violet colour skctch pcn[sJ cif

pre-fixcld specificatiott, provided by the Re turning Offic*r, shall he useri fol the purpose of

rnarking preference(sJ on the ballot paper" No other pen shall he userl for marking

preferenccs in the above said elections.

'+. Aclecluater ntc;tsures for close rnonitoring rf the electiorl flro(oss h1, appointing

ohservers shall be raken to ensurl, free ilncl fair clection.

MAR SINCII)

4sl, 
No. Dates
1 lsstre of Notillcatiurrs

Event.s

?6(!' February, ?026 (1'hursriayl

Z. Last clate ol rnaking nornina[ions 05th h,larch , 2$'1,6 [ThursdayJ

.!

Sct"utiny of nonritr;llions

Last date for rqrithdralal of
candirlatu res

.), IJ;rlc of liull

(). llr:ur:; ul"Poll

{i6rl, March, 20?6 {Friday')

0$tt &larch , ?A26 (ll,londayJ

1"6rh March, ZOZG (MondayJ

09:ti0 anr- 04:00 prm

7 Counting oiVeitcs .l 
{rth }''{arch ,2A26 [f"llondayJ at 05;00 prri

fi. Date before wl:ich <':lection shall be
completecl

20tr' Marulr ,2A?6 [ F'ridtyj

IRA
I,'NDER SECRNTARY
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::

:

:

:



ANNEXURE-'A'
Sl No,

1
State Name of Member (Sh./SmL/Ms.)

3
Date of Retirement

4
Karad, Dr, Bhagwat Kishanrao

Khan, Dr. [SmtJ Fauzia Tahseen Ahmed

3 Chaturvedi, Priyanka Vickram

Patil, Dhairyashil Mohan

6.

7

Maharashtra

Athawale, Ramdas Bandu

B. Mamata Mohanta

9 Muzibulla Khan

10. Sujeet Kumar

71.

Odisha

Niranian tsishi

02.04.2026

t2. N.R. Elango

t -r- P. Selvarasu

t4. M. Thambidurai

1( Tiruchi Siva

It.

L7.

Tamil Nadu

Dr. Kanimozhi NVN. Somu

G.K. Vasan

02.o4.2026

18. Saket Gokhale

19. Ritabrata Baneriee

Bikash Ranian B hattacharyya20.

27. Mausam Noor fva cant w.e.f. 05.01.2026)

zz.

West Bengal

Subrata Bakhi

RameswarTeii

Bhubaneswar Kalita
Assam

Ajit Kumar Bhuyan

02.04.2026

09.04.2026

25.

26. Amarendra Dhari Singh

27. Prem Chand Gupta

Ramnath Thakur

29.

30.

Bihar

Upendra Kushwaha

Haribansh Narayan Singh

09.04.2026

Kavi. Tejpal Singh Tulsi31.

32.

Chhattlsgarh
Phulo devi Netam

09.04.2O2('

5-1 Kiran Choudhry

34.

IIaryana
Ram Chander fangra

09.04.2026

Hlmachal Pradesh Indu Bala Goswami 09.04,2026
36. Dr, Abhishek Manu Singhvl

rt
Telangana

K.R. Suresh Reddy
09.0+.2026

1.

2.

4. Pawar, Sharadchandra Govindrao

5.

Patil, Raiani Ashokrao

02.04.2026

35.
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ELECTIOI{ COMMISSION CIT INDIA

Ninacl-tan Sadan, Ashoka ltaad, Ncw trfelhi- i l0 OO 1.

No, {S5/ Cornp/ I? app/ Elccti on I lT -2 I 2O23 Dated: 15,06.2023

"l'0

tlhicf Elcctaral OfJiccrs r:f
Mizoram, Chhatisgarh, Madhya llradesh, Ra.jasthan and Tclangana.* f,{X.ac5"

$ub: Genoral Elections-?Az3 to Legislativo Aseemblies of Mizoram,
Chhati*garh, bls,dhya Pradesh, Raja*than, Telangana and Jammu & X*ehmir-
Integration of State Paym*nt &aternay for onli:re nomination facllity-reg:

Sir,
You are aware t.hat a facility has been provided b-v EC{ where the

rontesting candidates can file onlinc nomination on Srrvidha portai
hl.tpq:1/suyidha.eci.gov.ilLr(. "llhc Portal also allows thc contt$ting candidatcs to
deposit thc security deposit through onlinc modc. lhc facilil.y af'onlinc payrncnt ol
security deposit by the candidatcs is subjcct to succcssful integration of State
Fayment Gateway. So, the statcs are required to gel lhe payment gateway
integrated with BCI $uvidhu Portal. CIncc thc integratir:n is done thtn *nly the
candidates of that states will be ablc to uee the onlinc payment facility to deposit
the securiry to Statc treasury.

2. You are requested to takr: up the issue rvittr cr:ncerned department
regarding e*payment facility which can l:c utilized for thc payment of sccurity by
the candidates whilc applying nomination online for forthcomin;g General Election
to i,egislative Assembly of the state.

3. It is requcsted to sharc the tcchnical documcntation, if c-payrnent facility
availabie, for the integrati<x of $tate Fayment *atcway containing details like
Integratiol APIs. Rcdircctian URLs, Ilncryption tcchniqucs used, Keys ctc. for both
tcsting as well as production cnvironmcnt. A Nodai Officcr may also be norninated
for eo-ordination u"ith the tiCI tcam for AI)l intcgration. It shall bc notcd that this
should be considcred as "I'op Prinrity'.

q. You are also requcstcd to providc thc Shapc file of your respective statos

including ACs a*d District details. AC-District master is required that includes thc
district number, district n&m*, AC number and AC namc as wcll.

Yours faithfully,

{Sanjay Kumar)
Undcr Secretary

rys*""-
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By speed p*sfi email

EI,EC?ISN COMI\{ISSIGN OT XN}IA
lt{in achanSadan, Ashoka Road, Nev{ Delhi- I 1 000 I

No.3/ER/2020/SDR Dated: I March,2020

To,

Thc Chief Elertoral Officer ol'
Ail States and Union l"enitories

$ub:- Affidavits filed Lry candidates with th*ir nomination paper-upl*ading *n rebsite-
regarding

SirrMadam,

I am directed to state that as per the Commission's lstt*rs no, 3lERl2*1 I/SDR dated I ?th

October, 2012 andno. 3/ERl2013ISDR dated l2* July, 2013, the Aflidavit in Form 26 appended

to the Cll Rules, 1961 and countsr-affidavit thereupon are uploaded on the CEO's website within

74 hours of filing the same.

It has come to the notice of rhc Cornmission, that along u'ith the Affidsvits, c*pies of

other dccuurents suck *s Aadhaar card etc.,whiuh havs not been prescribed i* the Commi*sion's

instructions, are also being uploaded on the *'*bsite.The Commission has directed that *opy of

no document, other than the Affidavit, shall be uploaded on the r,nbsite.

Kindly acknuwledge receipt.

;M':
$e*.retsry



EI-EC"I'IOI{ COMMISSION OII INDIA
NIRYAC}IAT $iAOAr, ASI[(}KA ROAI), sr:W $}:I,III ,- I ISOOI

Nn..{l}{]2 I l$l)lUvol.ll llatrd: l4rh ;\ugusl, ?{)?l

'lit"
.l'hc 

Chiel' Iilsctoral Ofliccrs
ill'til Statss / tini*n 'lurrirorics

Subjr*l: l;iling of Falsc Afl'irl*vir in l"'onn ?6-rcg.

Sir/Ir4adam,

I am dirrscted Iu relbr lu rclcr 1r'I lhe Ccmmissron's irlstruction issuctl r idc its lcrrcr No.

42014/SDUvol, I datcd ?6.04.2014 un thc riubjcct eitctl and to stufr rhat under Srutisn I25A

of the IIP AEt, 1051. rhorr; is no stipulatiun that l*rrplaints unricr rhat Section h*rc to hc

mudc by the putrlic $erranl cr:nrcrncd {in lhi$ cas$ thc lt.(}.i.'therctirrc. it u'rrultl hc ripcn t<r

any aSgXicYod y'*rmn t(! lnove lxlition bclirre thc ary:ropriatl (oufi ul"compr:tcnt jurisrliction

rvith petilion tbr aulinn ufidcr liestiou 1l5A i* th.; casc of *n1- lxjs*: deelara{itrn or r".*n*culing

ol'iniurmatiun in thc Atlidavit in i)orm ?6.

2, Irunhcr, attention is invittd tr: thc Cummisl;ion'r Prcs$ nolc no llClit'Nl4?/2020

daletJ 16.06.3020 in thi.s malter rl' liling irl' lalsc AiJidavit in l;nrm ?6. 'l hc C'ommission hru

revjcr.ved thc above rcl*rrcd ;:*sition ol lillrg conrplairtt; b1' un-r aggrir:vuti pcmon in tlrr

{ompst{rnl csurt urdsr Sectiorr l25A of thc lll'Act" I05L Arrd. il hu^c hccn ri*ciderl that. in

pursuit of a levcl-playing lield. the Cornrnission woukl lake c.rrgniitance of camplainfs

rcgurd,ing l'umishing ol'{'lrlsc intirnnatirrn l$ 1}'r( Allidavit. which lndicatc scricus omis}ion +n

rhc parr uf thc canriidatf- and rrlcr sur:l: mallcs lo thc rqle,'ant irrvrstigating authorilies rro a

essc-lfl-aatc hasis.

3. Ilc complaints rr:ganling t'ulsc allidavits during lhc proccs$ r:l' n,rmination will

contlnuc to hc dsalt in xccord$nct with thr instrueliorT-c lu.id citwn in Fara 6.ti, l trl'the

Il;1nrtkrok len'Rctuming Otllcrrs' 1l;chruarl'. lUlg cditirtn). rvhrrein it is rpeeilicd that:-

"lit n it' tto obje*lon h* bern rrli.rerl vrith rtg,urd ta et nornin*tinn rytper.

Returning )fiicer has to .xrtis,{j' hirnselflherstll rhut it is wlid in lw. tf'uny

ohjertion is rrl'"rerl Returning. t{lii',.ir shall h*vt tn hrttd s .rtr}ttt}t{rr-1} i,lqxir}' lt)

cler:itle l/rc .rrrrriu $rt(l t$ freu! tht nlninulitta Nr7tr la he eithw wlid ur imWlkl

Rcrarnlng {}-$tc,er tht>uli! recorcl hts..htr dttilfutn in etth casc giuing hriqllr thc

I
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-a.'

rrnr$fi.{ wksvs cn ahjtt'ti*n &rs }uen lar'.yr,ll or. x,}t,/r*r.r&r rdid*rs th* *tminulion

Swper. llt:t*r'nixg {}tlicrr.r ct,r'irrr,r utuld l>y rlrullr,'rlgrrl lrt&,,r ilr rrr 1,fg611srn

{t,'(itirrn efirl htntt thc irns'xrrtuw't, ol rerurriirry u bt"i*.{ ltnltnrenJ $f'rea.s$a.r {$ }&is

liru { Irrllrrnirrg f{Jir:er $.c'r,/rrr-y the n*win*ti<,,l l.t tpff r$'p cu*dtt;lur{, #lrdr"r{firg

the ohjrction.r rai.rr'd h1: an obiect(1,', he ma:/ sttpplietr $,ith a *errifietl mpi, $
hi*,ih*r r/ccjsilrr u1wtt hit r"('rlu{,.r:/ "

4. ln {ilis connrclion. altcrti{ln is llsu hrought t* thc tiu;isit}n ol thc ! lon'b}c lli*h Cour-t

ul' Madras in Il. Idanrum$$nh]' t'. ("rLC, li.cr & ors.. {w.p. No. i*1260 *f 2{}?l} dated

14.07.207ll . rryhercin ir has trtcn dircqlcd lhat:

"lJ. * i,r rtyrc.t.\{rr'}'thill thc liltr,lion (i:rn1ri.r;r-irirl r/6,rJL,l n pt'ac*lurr.!rtr drXling
rt'lth tuwplaints rs{ rht prtsent tird. /r/ca/f,. u notitv shuuld hs ksuecl ta thu

relevant cetndidute sn l hi.v ess$t*tuian reuglr and thtt t?rilll$ se rlnsrrJ &.1, a

rtus'axuhlt atder it' {hc *ltlou*tkm is frtant} raila}/r or 1i.iti.\li$torr. //. }au,tryer.

tht e:splamuti$n i.r./ilrnd un.r'orir/irrrr,r,o1'. ihe j,.'il:*i*fi ('arnili.rri$n .r.irorrjrlpur.$lr{,

the mallur *'ilh.lull I'Ig(Jfir, il'rrsprer{ilrd il rhe Swlttit-rr/ cllcgirir;cr u!'rkt rtlev*nt
t'sficlirlilte "

5. An;- c<lnplaint ol'lalsc ai}idavil subscqur:nl ltl nom:imtiorl proccss may Lrc dealr in th*;

lirltowing,n&{nar: -

ti). "{ cott'tplaint of lblsc afl'irialit r*i{hout my substa.nlia} docuncntr*virlencc may

be disprrscrl *l'appr*priat*ly *'ith rc.flann$r ordcr and sux,l1:r"rsring thur h*/shr: ,,,ray

himsclt,&crself approach thc crxnpctcut coufi: if rcquind.

{ii). A complaint of iaisc allidavit *ith :*uppurring c{ncunrunucvidence wig bs

rcl"cn'ed trl thc Cli(} ulthc Sta:,cil;'l'r. *Io c*rlrcquilrlt upsu r,"sami,ratir111 rrill 6ct in
acc*rcl*nce nitli thc riir.:ttirrnn rll'thc [.]orrmixsil:n in thr mfirlc'.

{tiii" t}n q"rtiiminn{irrn lrf $ilppt}rting dncumenrs. ClI0 woulcl refcr such r:$s$s r}f
seriOu* 0mis*inn ttr contnttssi$n en a uase-il)"cgli{: hasis ruhcre hc considex it
eppn:priate 1o ii{:.k {lornrnission-s directions.

7



fi.

tiv}.lncit*gr:t":{iiltrrri*{iri}'*urnplar::unt***ltlbt*skx!rolilcanallidavit
cl*arlystatingthatirfcrmcnBmudrinhisccmplaintandsi*plx)rtin8d*cum**ts

attachr:d thercwirh are all lrut end pcnuint'

{r')Rcl'crcnccss<rltrrr**rr.}ctJirl'(ll()rroulrltx.tlcaltoncasg.lt).ca$cbasisanrl
(.unnrirxiortma}rtrlgrlhcrrlttr*pprrlpriutcalrtl:rrr:lr,lrtrcr'lquirl',Jct)mmcnts,

'l'i'r* ubtrc irr.'ilructlr.rns n':i:.n- bc hrllughr t{r lhu fluli{{ trf *ll tr}l:()s arrd tl(}ri tor thuir

guidarrce irml lunhqr u!ffi Pliirn{rl'

KiniilY ackntruledgc

Yotrs thtullv.

i,,\:;hrvani ilm3r illohall
Siccrr:1ary

l

t
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GUII}ELIi\ES OF
ELE CTION COIVIIVIIS SION OF

II{I}IA
ON

PUBTICITY OF
CRIIUINAL ANTECEI}ENTS
BY POLITICAL PARTIES &

CA1YDIDATES
In compliance with Hcn'bre supreme court,s Decisions in wp
(c) No. 784 of z0 r 5 (Lok prahari vs. union of India & others)
and in lvP (c) Ir[o. 536 of 20r l (public Interesr Foundation &

ors' vs. uol & Anr.), in contempt petition(c) no. zlg2of z0Ig
in wP(c) no. 536 of 201 I and in contempr petition(c) No. 656

of 2020 in contempt petirion (c) no. zlgz of 20tr g in writ
petition (civil) no. 536 of 2011

January-2022

Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, NewDelhi-l l0 001

(Available at eci.gov.in)

Code: 324.6.SI1R:BK:00 I :2022

i
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trlection Commission of India
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Subjcct: - Publicity of crimin*l antecedents hy Political Parties & Candidates-

Reference: - l-No. 3/4/2017lSDR/Vol.II dated 10th Ocfobcr,2018

2-N o, 3 I 4l2}l glSDIWol" t d a terl I 9th Mareh, 20 I 9

3-No. 76/ECI/INSTIFUNC/E EM1EEPS12 0l 9/VOL. XVfl d a ted 8th }\{ay, 20 I 9

4-No. 3/4/2019/SDR/VoI.III dated 30th August, 20 19

$-No. 3/4/i0201SDRlVol.III datsd 6th March, 2020

6-No. 3/4/2020/SDRlVo I.III dated I 9th M*rch, 20?0

?-No. 3/4/2019/SDlUVol.IY dated I 6th September, 2020

8* No. 3/4fr01 9/SnR/Vol.IY dated 30th October, 2020

9- No. 3/4?02A$DR/VoI.III dated 11th January,2021

1S- No. sftnliir$n R/VoI.III dated 26th August, 2021

INTRONUCTIOI{

Indian elections ar* extremely competitive. In l7e General Elections" 2019, a total of

8054 candidates belonging to 6?3 political parties including independents vied for 543 seats irt

t\e Lok Sabha. One of the main concerns of electoral environment has been the participation of

some candidate$ with criminal backgrounds, Hon'ble Supreme Court in its catena ofjudgments

[dated l3tr']r{arch, 2003 in Civil Appeal No. 490 af 2002(People's Union for Civil Liberties and

anorher v Union of India)J facilitated disclosure of ibtt background including criminal

antecedents and financial status of every candidate in the form of affidavit. Subsrquently, in WP

(C) No. 784 of 2015 (Lok Prahari Vs. Union of india & Others) and WP {C) No. 536 of 2011

(Public lnterest Foundation & Ors. Vs. Union of India &. Anr.the Court on 25th September, 2018

directed vide Para 4:

(i) Each cantesting candidate sh*ll Sll up the form as provided by the Election

Commissian and the fornl musl conloin all the particulars as required lherein.

1
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